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to invite Your Excellency's inspection of the premises1 and form your
own conclusions about them. We are most anxious, so far as it is pos-
sible, to conform to local customs, and to conciliate popular sentiment.
All we ask for is freedom of locomotion, trade, residence, and ownership
of property under such general sanitary and other regular general regu-
lations as may be necessary without introducing class legislation.

We approach Your Excellency with all confidence that we will re-
ceive justice at your hands.

We beg you to convey sentiments of our attachment to Their Most
Gracious Majesties the King-Emperor and the Queen-Empress.
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Indian Opinion, 14-10-1905

116. POTCHEFSTROOM INDIANS' STATEMENT*
[POTGHEFSTROOM,
Before October 9, 1905]
MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  EXCELLENCY,
Did we not know that what has been called the anti-Asiatic Vigil-
ance Society is to make representations to Your Excellency with reference
to the British Indians, so far as regards Potchefstroom, we would not have
given any trouble whatsoever to Your Excellency, especially as we are
aware that Your Excellency is to meet very shortly a deputation of the
British Indian Association at Johannesburg.
Mr. Loveday it was who stated that Potchefstroom was being inun-
dated with indentured Indians from Natal. To this we beg to give an em-
phatic contradiction. Some of us know the Natal laws, and we know that
1 This is evidently a slip and should read:  "We would venture respectfully to invite
Your Excellency to have an inspection of the premises and form your own conclusions about
them/'
2 This was read out by  Mr.   Abdool   Rahman,  Secretary, Potchefstroom Indian  As-
sociation, after he had presented the address to Lord Selborne,